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PSC IN THE UNITED STATES (US) 
US Coast Guard (USCG) 

§  2014 results: 

§  The USCG conducted 932 PSC exams on Republic of the Marshall Islands 
(RMI) vessels 

§  Six (6) of these PSC exams resulted in International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) detentions 

§  Top three (3) detainable deficiencies issued by the USCG in 2014: 

§  International Safety Management (ISM) Code 

§  The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 
(MARPOL) Annex I 

§  Fire Fighting Appliances 

§  RMI Fleet Operations Department intervened and prevented 37 RMI vessels 
from being detained 
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§  2015 results: 

§  The USCG conducted approximately 1,151 PSC exams on RMI 
vessels 

§  15 of these PSC exams resulted in IMO detentions 

§  Top three (3) detainable deficiencies issued by the USCG in 2015: 

§  International Safety Management (ISM) Code 

§  Cleanliness of the Engine Room - (MARPOL) Annex I 

§  Quick Closing Valves – Fire Safety 

§  RMI Fleet Operations Department intervened and prevented 51 RMI 
vessels from being detained 

PSC IN THE US (continued) 
USCG 
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PSC IN THE PARIS MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING (MoU) 

§  2014 results: 

§  1,094 total PSC exams on RMI vessels 

§  16 detentions 

§  Top three (3) detainable deficiencies issued under Paris MoU in 2014: 

§  Safety of Navigation 

§  Fire Safety 

§  Life Saving Appliances 
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PSC IN THE PARIS MoU (continued) 

§  2015 results 

§  1,274 total PSC exams on RMI vessels 

§  16 detentions 

§  Top three (3) detainable deficiencies issued under Paris MoU in 2015: 

§  International Safety Management (ISM) Code 

§  Fire Detection Systems 

§  Emergency Generator 
 
 

Decrease in single year detention ratio from 2014 to 1015 

1.46% (2014) to 1.26% (2015) 
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PSC IN THE TOKYO MoU 
§  2014 results 

§  1,809 total PSC exams on RMI vessels 

§  43 detentions 

§  Top three (3) detainable deficiencies issued under Tokyo MoU  
in 2014: 

§  Lifeboats 

§  Fire Dampers 

§  ISM Code 
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PSC IN THE TOKYO MoU (continued) 
§  2015 Results 

§  2,739 total PSC exams on RMI vessels 

§  45 detentions 

§  Top three (3) detainable deficiencies issued under Tokyo MoU  
in 2015: 

§  International Safety Management (ISM) Code 

§  Lifeboats 

§  Fire Fighting Systems 

Decrease in single year detention ratio from 2014 to 1015 

2.3% (2014) to 1.64% (2015) 
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WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

§  Overall quality and compliance of the RMI fleet is improving worldwide 

§  Evidenced by the decrease in detentions in the Paris and Tokyo MoUs 

§  Increase in USCG detentions indicates a change in enforcement policy and not 
necessarily a decrease in fleet quality 

§  Substandard condition vs. substandard ship 

§  Substandard ship is “a ship whose hull, machinery, equipment or operational 
safety is substantially below the standards required by the relevant 
convention or whose crew is not in conformance with the safe manning 
document” (Procedures for Port State Control 2011) 

A single substandard condition can/will result in the vessel being issued an 
IMO detention 
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EXAMPLES OF RECENT IMO DETENTIONS 
ISSUED BY THE USCG 

§  Blocked / disabled quick closing valve(s) (QCVs) 

§  Fire detection system disabled / inoperative 

§  Covered smoke detector(s) 

§  Hyper-mist system not ready for immediate use 

§  Life rafts improperly stowed 

§  Rescue boat not ready for immediate use 

§  Emergency generator unable to start / generate power 

§  Inoperative emergency fire pump 
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BLOCKED / DISABLED QCVs 
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FIRE DETECTION SYSTEM 
DISABLED / INOPERATIVE 

SMOKE / HEAT DETECTORS 
COVERED 
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HYPER-MIST / FIXED WATER 
SPRAY SYSTEM 

NOT READY FOR IMMEDIATE 
USE 
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RESCUE BOAT 
NOT READY FOR IMMEDIATE 

USE 
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LIFE RAFTS IMPROPERLY 
STOWED 
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EMERGENCY GENERATOR 
UNABLE TO START / 
GENERATE POWER 
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INOPERABLE FIRE PUMP 
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USCG SAFETY TARGETING MATRIX 



AUSTRALIA 



EXAMPLES OF RECENT IMO DETENTIONS 
ISSUED BY THE AUSTRALIAN MARITIME SAFETY 

AUTHORITY (AMSA) 
§  Engine room fire dampers  

§  Sewage systems 

§  Emergency generators 

§  Emergency fire pump 

§  Oily water separator and oil 
content meter 

§  Charts and publications – high 
quality passage planning 

§  Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System 

§  Hours of rest 

§  Loadline issues 

§  Lifeboats / liferafts 

§  Engine room cleanliness 

§  Fire fighting systems 

§  Enclosed space entry procedures 
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PSC IN AUSTRALIA 
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TOP DETAINABLE 
DEFICIENCIES 



2014 RMI DETAINABLE DEFICIENCIES BY TYPE 

Detainable deficiencies issued once in 2014: Rescue boat, Fire pump, MARPOL ANNEX VI, VDR, Emergency lighting, Fire detection system, GMDSS, Means of escape, Water mist, 
Bilge alarm, Deck alarms, Inert gas system, ORB
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2014 DETAINABLE DEFICIENCIES TOTALS 
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2015 RMI DETAINABLE DEFICIENCIES BY TYPE 

Detainable deficiencies issued once in 2015: Cargo hold securing, ODME, Dewatering valve, Class A fire boundary, Water ingress alarm, Cargo tank inerting  
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2015 DETAINABLE DEFICIENCIES TOTALS 
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WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE? 

§  The RMI Maritime Administrator (the “Administrator”) has 
implemented / issued several policies in order to assist operators and 
crews with preparing for PSC exams in the US 

§  Measures to Improve Compliance of Republic of the Marshall Islands 
Flagged Vessels in United States Ports (Marine Notice (MN) 5-034-5) 

§  Critical Items Checklist (MSD 340) 

§  Worldwide marine safety and technical assistance 

§  Representatives strategically positioned at key ports around the world 

§  Paris MoU ports 

§  US ports 

§  Chinese ports 

§  Australian ports 
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THE RMI FLEET WORLDWIDE 

*As of January 2016 
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GLOBAL COVERAGE 



MN 5-034-5 
§  Notice of Arrival (NOA) 

§  A copy of the vessel’s NOA to the USCG must be provided to the 
Administrator 
§  Send to noa@register-iri.com 

§  Critical Items Checklist (MSD 340) 
§  Appendix I to MN 5-034-5 
§  Items on checklist must be inspected by the crew 
§  Form must be completed by the Master and Chief Engineer attesting to 

the completion of the checks 
§  Completed form must be provided to the Administrator at 

inspections@register-iri.com 

 

All non-operational equipment must be listed on the NOA and Critical 
Items Checklist 
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CRITICAL ITEMS CHECKLIST 
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THE ADMINISTRATOR’S REAL-TIME RISK 
MANAGEMENT 

§  MN 5-034-5 
§  Quality control boardings 
§  Zone notifications by the Administrator based on LRIT  

§  US ports 
§  Australian ports 
§  Chinese ports 

§  Real-time technical assistance – weighing options / managing risk 
§  Monitoring of fleet quality to anticipate problems and address 
§  Extensive oversight of Recognized Organizations and Recognized 

Security Organizations 
§  Worldwide communication with, and respect from, PSC authorities 
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OWNER / OPERATOR REAL-TIME RISK 
MANAGEMENT 

§  Treat the crew’s preparation of the ship and critical items as important 
as getting the next charter or taking care of cargo. 

§  Crew incentives for performance during PSC exams 
§  Use a critical item checklist prior to entering port 
§  Have a PSC plan 
§  If you have a problem, report it before arrival 
§  Know: 

§  your ships; 
§  your ships’ crews; 
§  the environment your ship will be operating in; and  
§  that a good flag State is a true resource to your operation. 
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COMMUNICATION 

Early reporting of defects and open 
communication allows the Administrator to 

provide assistance and facilitate communication 
with local port state authorities. 

 
Resulting in:  

Improved Compliance and Quality 
Uninterrupted Operations – No Delays 
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THANK YOU 

www.register-iri.com 

49 

©
 C

hr
is

 L
ew

is
 


