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IMO Type Approval process 
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Revised G8 , Resolution MEPC.279 (70)

• Intention was to made the TA  guidelines more robust 
• Increase the challenge level for type approval  testing
• Annotation of the certificate with limitations , if any
• Introduce  5 day holding time for evaluating regrowth potential
• Recommend ship board testing for upper range of scaled models
• Standardise practise for test water augmentation
• Methodology for assessing the scale model approval.

The MEPC agreed revised Guidelines (G8) should be made mandatory and renamed as "Code 
for approval of ballast water management systems’’
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Installation approval – Section 7 & 8 of the Revised G8

• Installation Survey and Commissioning procedure, following Type Approval 
Administration issuing IBWMC should verify the following documents on  
board,

• Copy of Type Approval document
• OM&S manual
• BWMP
• Installation specification , and
• Installation commissioning procedure

• Administration issuing IBWMC should verify that,
• The BWMS in conformity with the relevant type approval certificate and its installed 

in accordance with the installation specifications
• There was an understanding to verify installed BWMS complies with the 

performance standards describe in regulation D-2
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Revised G8 BWMS compliance schedule

• The revised G8 guidelines will take effect as follows:

- For new approval of the systems: 
The  guidelines will be in effects from the day of the adoption  (28 Oct 2016)
Ballast Water Management Systems (BWMS) approved after 28 October 2018 should meet 

the revised G8 Guidelines (Resolution  MEPC.279 (70))
- For new installation onboard ships: 

BWMS installed* on or after 28 October 2020 should meet the new G8 guidelines. 
BWMS installed* prior to 28 October 2020 should be approved taking in to account either 

existing G8 guidelines or preferably revised G8 guidelines.

*BWMS installed means contractual delivery date to the ship or, in the absence of a contractual delivery date, the 
actual delivery of the equipment to the ship
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What you suppose to do?

1
• Understand your obligations under the convention

2
• Ensure crew is adequately trained in BWM operations

3
• Manage ballast and sediments in accordance with the Convention

4
• Follow the procedures in the approved BWMP

5
• Maintain the Ballast Water Record Book up to date

6
• Ensure required surveys are carried out within permitted range dates

7
• Operate and maintain equipment in accordance with manufacturer’s instructions 

8
• Monitor the treatment system performance
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For support and resources visit our website 
www.lr.org/bwm

A complete guide to Lloyd’s Register’s ballast water management services

Understanding Ballast Water 
Management – Guidance for 
Shipowners and Operators

National Ballast Water
Management Requirements

Model Ballast Water 
Management Plan

Available Ballast Water
Treatment Systems

Ballast Water Management
Awareness Training Factsheet
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